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SUBIJECT SUBIJECT ID: AG1

ANCIENT GREEK | Syllabus last updated on: 18/07/2025
SEMESTERY/S (if relevant) TEACHING HOURS

September intensive / Fall / Spring / Summer intensive 60 academic hours (1 ac. h. = 45 min.)

INSTRUCTOR or DEPARTMENT

Greek Department

OBJECTIVE

The goal of the first semester is to give students a foundation in the basic elements of Koine Greek,
including the alphabet and simple words and phrases. Students will be immersed in Greek through
in-class tasks, conversations, and stories told by the teacher or in written text. Through exposure
to understandable Greek, students will be able to continue on to level two, in which they will
receive more complex material.

METHODOLOGY

The teacher will begin to communicate with students in Greek by asking them to carry out simple
commands. Students will also be taught basic conversational phrases that can be understood via
pantomime, pictures, and drawings. The teacher will begin to tell stories using pictures and written
texts once s/he feels the students are ready.

Features of grammar and syntax will also be explained in Greek.

MODE OF ASSESSMENT

There will be at least 3 exams, written or oral.

The grade is an average of all exams, the final being given particular weight. Class participation
(in-class performance, written and oral assignments and other aspects) will be taken into account
as well.

The final grade is to be formulated in %.

PROGRAM
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Alphabet, Pronunciation, Accentuation, Diphthongs, Breathing marks, Punctuation, Capital
letters

Numbers 1-10

Personal pronouns

Verb €ipi

Subject and predicate

Definite article

Gender

Interrogative pronouns Ti/Tig

Profession and nationality

Parts of speech: noun, adjective, verb, adverb

Aorist active imperative types -(0)ov, -€, -01, -G

Negation of the imperative and indicative

Aorist active infinitive types -(0)al, -€1v, -val, and BouAouail and dUvapail sentences
Nominative and accusative cases

Present active imperative

Verbs with one ({nTW) and two roots (TPEXW)

Present active infinitive types -€lv, -av

Aorist active infinitive types -oail, -al

Classroom vocabulary

Present active participle

Dative case: personal pronouns

Verbs of motion (€¢eABE, €ioeAOE)

Genitive case: personal pronouns

Complement of the noun

Cases: all cases of the interrogative and third person personal pronouns
Extensive introduction of the book’s characters
Demonstrative pronouns

oU/oUK rule

Singular genitive case of first and second declension nouns
Further introduction of the book’s characters

All cases and genders of the definite article in the singular
Singular dative case of first and second declension noun
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Christophe Rico, Polis. Speaking ancient Greek as a living language, Polis Institute Press,
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One, Two, Three: Visual and Sequential Spoken Ancient Greek
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