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Polis – The Jerusalem Institute of Languages and Humanities 
 

SUBJECT SUBJECT ID: AG8 

ANCIENT GREEK VIII Syllabus last updated on: 20/07/2025 

SEMESTER/S (if relevant) TEACHING HOURS 

 Spring 60 academic hours (1 ac. h. = 45 min.) 

INSTRUCTOR or DEPARTMENT 

Greek Department 

PREREQUISITE 
Completion or simultaneous registration in Ancient Greek VI at Polis, or equivalent level. A 
Placement test will be required for new students 
OBJECTIVE 

Students will achieve fluency in reading and speaking Ancient Greek. They will be able to read texts 
of increasing difficulty from the Ancient Greek corpus and identify various literary genres. In 
addition, they will demonstrate proficiency in discussing texts and engaging in conversations in 
Ancient Greek. Students will also practice writing compositions in different genres and develop a 
theoretical foundation, along with written and oral practice, in preparation for the Greek Speech 
course. 

METHODOLOGY 

Extensive reading of texts and paraphrasing exercises will be conducted. Various genres of Greek 
writing will be introduced using the Polis method and pre-reading techniques, and will be analyzed 
for their formal and linguistic components. Students will present assigned texts and compose their 
own, imitating ancient style and structure. Additionally, each student will deliver two speeches on 
topics provided by the instructor during the course. 

MODE OF ASSESSMENT 

50 % oral presentations on a text of the student’s choice and leading the discussion (at least two 
sessions) 

20 % written assignments 

20 % participation in class discussion 

10% speech in Ancient Greek 

PROGRAM 
Joannes Stobaeus, Eclogues and Florilegium, 
Xenophon, The Cyropaideia,  
The Gospels,  
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Josephus Flavius, Jewish War 
Lucian, A True Story 
Achilles Tatius, Leucippe and Clitophon. 
Aphthonius, Progymnasmata. 
Other works and authors, as well as reading resources will be provided by the instructor and the 
students. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Ioannis Stobæi Florilegium, Ed. Gaisford,  Grotius. Leipzig: 1823. 
Xenophon, The Cyropaedia, Cambridge University Press, 1887 
Achilles Tatius, Clitiphone and Leucippe, London: W. Heinemann; New York: G.P. Putnam's, 1917. 
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Supporting Material: Suggested reading. 

Allan, William. Classical Literature: A Very Short Introduction. 1st ed. Oxford University 
Press, 2014. https://doi.org/10.1093/actrade/9780199665457.001.0001. 
Dickey, Eleanor. Ancient Greek Scholarship: A Guide to Finding, Reading, and 
Understanding Scholia, Commentaries, Lexica, and Grammatical Treatises, from Their 
Beginnings to the Byzantine Period. American Philological Association Classical 
Resources Series, no. 7. New York ; Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006. 
Easterling, P. E., and Bernard Knox, eds. Greek Literature. The Cambridge History of 
Classical Literature 1. Cambridge [Cambridgeshire] ; New York: Cambridge University 
Press, 1985. 
Horrocks, Geoffrey C. Greek: A History of the Language and Its Speakers. 2nd ed. 
Oxford ; Malden, Mass: Wiley-Blackwell, 2010. 
Joint Association of Classical Teachers, ed. A Greek anthology. Cambridge, U.K. ; New 
York: Cambridge University Press, 2002. 
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