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Polis — The Jerusalem Institute of Languages and Humanities

SUBIJECT SUBIJECT ID: CO2

BOHAIRIC COPTIC I Syllabus last updated on: 16/11/2023
SEMESTERY/S (if relevant) TEACHING HOURS

SPRING 30 academic hours (1 ac. h. =45 min.)

INSTRUCTOR or DEPARTMENT

Haleli HAREL

PREREQUISITES

Completion of Polis Coptic | course, or equivalent level. A placement test or interview with the
instructor may be required for new students

OBJECTIVE

This course will enable the student to continue to develop their conversational skills in Bohairic
Coptic. Students will practise reading source texts in Coptic and analyse their grammar using the
target language for glossing.

METHODOLOGY

The course is taught in full immersion, through the Polis Method, in which the language is taught in
a living way and instruction of grammar and morphology is implicit. Each class includes activities in
which all students take part, and interactive group assignments.

MODE OF ASSESSMENT

The final grade will be calculated as follows: 50% exam, 30% assignments throughout the
semester, 20% participation and attendance.

PROGRAM

The classes will include active participation of the students. We will learn how to speak, read, and
write. Through the semester we will read a selection of readings in the scriptures in Bohairic as well
as compositions written for the class in Neo-Bohairic.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Lexicography

Crum, Walter E. 1939. Coptic dictionary. Clarendon, Oxford.

CDO=Coptic Dictionary Online

https://coptic-dictionary.org/

Bohairic - Grammars

Mallon, A. &amp; M. Malinine. 1956. Grammaire copte. Beirut: Imprimerie catholique.
Mueller, M. 2021. Einflihrung in die grammatik des Bohairischen. Hamburg: Widmaier Verlag.
Sahidic — Grammars

Layton, B. 2011. A Coptic Grammar. 3rd revised edition. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz.
Shisha-Halevy, A. 1988. Coptic grammatical chrestomathy: a course for academic and private
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study. Leuven: Peeters.

On the revival of Coptic speaking and its pronunciation traditions:

Ishaq, E. M. 1975. The phonetics and phonology of the Bohairic dialect of Coptic and the survival
of Coptic words in the colloquial and Classical Arabic of Egypt and of Coptic grammatical
constructions in colloquial Egyptian Arabic. D.Phil Thesis submitted to the University of Oxford.
Peust, C. 1999. Egyptian phonology: an introduction to the phonology of a dead language.
Gottingen: Peust &amp; Gutschmidt.

Satzinger, H. 1991. ‘The pronunciation of late Bohairic.” In: Aziz S. Atiya (ed.), The Coptic
Encyclopedia. Vol. 8, 60-65.

William H. Worrell. 1934. Coptic sounds. Ann Arbor: Uni. Of Michigan.
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