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Two Year Program in Ancient Philology 
2026-2028 

 

 Year 1 (2026-2027) 
 

Mandatory Languages1 Acad. Hours Credits Equiv2 
Ancient Greek I+II 120 12.00 
Ancient Greek III 60 6.00 
Ancient Greek IV 60 6.00 
Biblical Hebrew I 100 10.00 
Biblical Hebrew II 100 10.00 

 

Total: 440 44.0 
 

Mandatory Courses Acad. Hours Credits Equiv2 
Critical Apparatus 15 1.50 
Derivational Morphology 20 2.00 
Greek Palaeography 15 1.50 
Historical Geography III 20 2.00 
Historical Geography IV 20 2.00 
History of the Near East I/II3 24 4.00 
Introduction to Biblical Hebrew Philology 15 1.50 
Introduction to Jewish Sources 15 1.50 
Medieval Sources 20 2.00 
Patristic Sources 10 1.00 
Phonetics and Phonology 20 2.00 
Translation Theory 15 1.50 

 

Total: 209 22.5
 
 

 Year 2 (2027-2028) 
 

Mandatory Languages1 Acad. Hours Credits Equiv2 

Ancient Greek V 60 6.00 
Biblical Hebrew III 80 8.00 
Biblical Hebrew IV 60 6.00 

 

Total: 200 20.0 
 

Mandatory Courses Acad. Hours Credits Equiv2 
Greek Philology 15 1.50 
Historical Geography I 20 2.00 
Historical Geography II 20 2.00 
History of Writing Systems 15 1.50 
Issues in Semitic Languages 15 1.50 
Lexicon, Code, and Interaction 20 2.00 
Master's Thesis4 200 20.00 
Rabbinic and Early Christian Literature 15 1.50 
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Mandatory Courses Acad. Hours Credits Equiv2 
Speech in ancient language (Ancient Greek or 
Biblical Hebrew) 

20 6.00 

Syntax of Natural Languages 20 2.00 
 

Total: 360 40.0
 

All Mandatory Courses TOTAL: 1,209 126.5 
 
1 To choose among all levels offered. Students with previous knowledge can take a placement test 

and qualify directly for higher levels. Those courses will appear as "validated" in the transcript. 
2 The Polis Institute does not offer credits or ECTS. However, the equivalence is offered following 

the rules of our accrediting institutions. 
3 Students need to take two out of the four courses offered throughout the program. The remaining 

two courses take place in the second year. 
4 Students can choose to do the non-research track instead. In this track, the MA Thesis is replaced by 

the following courses: 
Non-Research Track: Acad. Hours Credits Equiv.2 

Seminar Paper 100 10 
Extra Mandatory Courses 100 10 

 

 Elective Courses (2026-2028) 
 

Elective Courses5 Acad. Hours Credits Equiv2 
Akkadian 30 3.00 
Ancient Greek Readings II 60 3.00 
Ancient Greek Readings III 40 3.00 
Ancient Greek Readings IV 40 3.00 
Ancient Greek VI 60 6.00 
Ancient Greek VII 60 6.00 
Ancient Greek VIII 60 6.00 
Assistant Teaching 40 4.00 
Bible and Shovel 20 2.00 
Biblical Hebrew Readings 30 3.00 
Biblical Hebrew V 60 6.00 
Bohairic Coptic I 30 3.00 
Bohairic Coptic II 30 3.00 
Classical Syriac I 50 5.00 
Classical Syriac II 50 5.00 
Greek Lunch (Symposium) I 30 3.00 
Greek Lunch (Symposium) II 30 3.00 
Greek Lunch (Symposium) III 30 3.00 
Greek Lunch (Symposium) IV 30 3.00 
Hebrew Readings I 15 1.50 
Hebrew Readings II 15 1.50 
History of the Near East III 12 2.00 
History of the Near East IV 12 2.00 
Introduction to Biblical Hebrew Phonology 10 1.00 
Introduction to Hebrew Literature 15 1.50 
Introduction to Latin Philology 15 1.50 
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Elective Courses5 Acad. Hours Credits Equiv2 
Issues in Teaching Languages 15 1.50 
Jewish Feasts 10 0.50 
Latin I 80 8.00 
Latin II 80 8.00 
Latin III 60 6.00 
Latin IV 60 6.00 
Latin Lunches I 15 1.50 
Latin Lunches II 15 1.50 
Latin Readings I 40 4.00 
Latin Readings II 40 4.00 
Modern Hebrew Aleph 100 10.00 
Modern Hebrew Aleph+ 100 10.00 
Modern Hebrew Beth 100 10.00 
Modern Hebrew Beth+ 100 10.00 
Modern Hebrew Dalet 100 10.00 
Modern Hebrew Gimel 100 10.00 
Modern Hebrew Gimel+ 100 10.00 
Modern Hebrew Hey 100 10.00 
Modern Hebrew Literature 20 2.00 
Modern Hebrew Reading Club Pt. 1 20 2.00 
Oral Proficiency in Biblical Hebrew I 15 1.50 
Oral Proficiency in Biblical Hebrew II 15 1.50 
Oral Proficiency in Biblical Hebrew III 15 1.50 
Oral Proficiency in Biblical Hebrew IV 15 1.50 
Oral Proficiency in Modern Hebrew I 15 1.50 
Readings in Classical Philosophy I 15 1.50 
Readings in Classical Philosophy II 15 1.50 
Selected Near Eastern Language I 20 2.00 
Selected Near Eastern Language II 20 2.00 
Seminar Paper 100 10.00 
Semitic Palaeography 20 2.00 
Seven Seals I (taught in Ancient Greek) 20 2.00 
Seven Seals II (taught in Ancient Greek) 20 2.00 
Speech in Biblical Hebrew 20 6.00 
The Genre of Parables 15 1.50 
The Notion of God I&II 20 2.00 
Workshops 30 3.00 
 
5 Students can take unlimited elective courses from the list of electives for each academic year.  

These courses may not be offered every year and the offer is subject to change. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6 Registration for the Emphasis courses grants an additional 8.5 Elective Credits.  
Pre-requisite: Acceptance & registration in the second year of the program or equivalent language 
level according to the Polis Method.      

Emphasis in Teaching Ancient & Modern Languages6 Acad. Hours  Credits Equiv.2 

Issues in Teaching Ancient Languages 15 1.5 
Teaching Workshops 30 3 
Assistant Teaching 40 4 

Total: 85 8.5 


