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SEMESTER/S (if relevant) TEACHING HOURS 

SPRING 15 academic hours (1 ac. h. = 45 min.) 

INSTRUCTOR or DEPARTMENT 

Reuven KIPERWASSER 

PREREQUISITES 
Simultaneous registration in Modern Hebrew Beth or Biblical Hebrew IV course, or equivalent 
level. Proof of the level or a placement test may be required for new students 
OBJECTIVE 

The Mishna is the first significant written collection of Jewish oral traditions and rabbinic literature 
earliest work. Mishna presented, for the first time in the history of Jewish literature, a 
comprehensive legal system independent of the Bible. It includes an extensive range of legal 
topics, from ritual law to monetary damages to capital legislation to marital status and more. 
Besides legal issues, Mishna consists of many stories, representing legal cases and ethical 
problems. 

METHODOLOGY 

Mishnaic Hebrew is an autonomous stage in the history of the Hebrew language, the outcome of a 
dialect spoken in the Land of Israel from ancient times, whose distant echoes are found in certain 
Biblical forms. This dialect, which gradually distanced itself from the Biblical language, and was 
frozen as a literary language, was spoken in Palestine, alongside Aramaic and to a lesser extent 
Greek, up until the time of the Bar Kochba revolt. The disappearance of the intellectual centers of 
Judea ensured the victory of Aramaic as a spoken language. Still, at the same time, Mishnaic 
Hebrew became a written language used to establish the literature of sages: Mishna, Tosefta, 
Talmud, and Midrashic compilation. Mishnaic Hebrew is perceived as one of the components of 
modern-day Hebrew. Being an essential link between different stages of Hebrew, Mishnaic Hebrew 
is studied nowadays primarily by Hebrew speakers. This course will help a student obtain new tools 
for reading and understanding large textual corpora. 

MODE OF ASSESSMENT 

This reading course will focus on selected narrative passages, and will combine philological, 
linguistic, and narratological inquiry. A special emphasis will be laid on the specific Mishnaic 
(different from the biblical and modern) word usages. Stories would be read together with 
students in the original language and discussed in basic modern Hebrew. All the new words and 
notions will be explained in Hebrew by means of examples, cases, and illustrations. 

PROGRAM 
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The list of the selected passages includes: 

1.​ M. Sota 7:5 

2. M. Berakhot 1:5 

3. M. Sota 9:I and T. Sota 9:2 

4. M. Sukkah 5:2 and M. Middot 2:5, T. Sukka 4:1 

5. M. Middot 2:3, T. Yoma 2:3-8 

6. M. Sukkah 5:8, T. Sukkah 4:28 

7. M. B. Qamma 8:7, T. B. Qamma 9:29 

8. M. Ta’anit 3:8 
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