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SUBJECT SUBJECT ID: AGR1 

GREEK READINGS Fall: Koine Greek Writings – The Desert 
Fathers 

Syllabus last updated on: 20/07/2025 

SEMESTER/S (if relevant) TEACHING HOURS 

 Fall 40  academic hours (1 ac. h. = 45 min.) 

INSTRUCTOR or DEPARTMENT 

Tatiana Marvina 

PREREQUISITE 
Simultaneous registration in Ancient Greek III at Polis and above, or equivalent level. A Placement 
test will be required for new students 
OBJECTIVE 

Participants will read, discuss, and present The Sayings of the Desert Fathers—a collection of stories 
and wisdom sayings attributed to the monks and hermits who settled in Egypt around the 4th 
century AD. This text offers a unique insight into monastic life in the region. Students will also gain 
familiarity with the language and thought of Early Christianity. 

METHODOLOGY 

Full Immersion. Students will be introduced to the text using Polis pre-reading strategies and will be 
trained to become independent readers capable of explaining and interpreting it. During the course, 
each student will present two to three short excerpts from the text (depending on the number of 
participants), commenting on grammatical, lexical, and syntactical features. They will also make audio 
recordings of the selected fragments. 

MODE OF ASSESSMENT 

50 % students’ oral presentations 

20 % participation in class discussion 

15 % vocabulary quizzes 

15 % audio recordings 

PROGRAM 
The Sayings of the Desert Fathers 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Apophthegmata Patrum in “Patrologia Cursus Completus: Series Graeca-Latina”, Ed. Migne, J. P., 

Vol. 65, 1864, pp. 71-440. 
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https://books.google.co.il/books?id=GR8RAAAAYAAJ&amp;printsec=frontcover&amp;hl=ru&amp;so
urce=gbs_ge_summary_r&amp;cad=0#v=onepage&amp;q&amp;f=false 
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